FEEDING OURSELVES 26

26TH - 29TH OF MARCH 2026 | CLOUGHJORDAN

The annual gathering of local food producers & organisers,
agri-food & land-use researchers, food justice campaigners,
community health advocates & SFSC advisors

Thursday 26th March - 10.30 - 16.30
LAND USE & LOCAL FOOD FUTURES

Friday 27th March - 10.00 - 17.00

RECOGNISING & RESOURCING
LOCAL FOOD PRODUCERS

Saturday 28th March - 10.00 - 17.00

GROWING THE MOVEMENT FOR
FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

Sunday 29th March - 11.00 - 17.00

AGROECOLOGY THINK-IN
SEED SOVEREIGNTY SALON
CSA FARM WALK

+ FRINGE EVENTS

THURSDAY NIGHT
19.00 - 20.30 - THE LOCAL FOOD CANVAS

A Living Lab session developing a new participatory tool for Local
Food Facilitators.

FRIDAY NIGHT
19.30 - 21.00 - FILM SCREENING - ON MY LAND

With farmer Mamhoud Zwahre zooming in from the West Bank for post
film conversation.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
14.00 - 15.15 - DECOLONIAL WALK

From Cromwell’s wall to the Fever hospital with Ollie Moore

SATURDAY NIGHT
19.00 - late - SpeakEATsy

A convivial evening of good food, live performance and dancing.
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FEEDING OURSELVES

26TH - 29TH OF MARCH 2026 |

Feeding Ourselves is the annual gathering and
Community of Practice that brings together local
food producers, community food organisers,
researchers and advocates from across the agri-
food, land use and local development sectors. It
creates a space for people working in different parts
of the food system to connect, share learning, build
relationships and strengthen collaboration.

Strengthening Local Food Economies
This is a two-year action research and advocacy
initiative (2025-2026), supported by the Irish
Environmental Network and led collaboratively
by Cultivate, Feasta and Talamh Beo.

The project focuses on developing policies that
better recognise and support local food
producers, while strengthening local food
economies in Ireland. Through research,
stakeholder engagement and public dialogue,
the project explores how local food systems can
contribute to a wellbeing economy, community
resilience and ecological sustainability.

FEEDING OURSELVES GATHERING 2025

This initiative will culminate in October 2026

with the Local Food Symposium at Trinity

College Dublin, which will serve as a platform

for presenting the research findings and final

policy recommendations. FEEDING OURSELVES LOCAL FOOD SYMPOSIUM, TRINITY 2025

The Talamh Beo Local Food Policy Framework sets
out a number of policy measures to support local
food producers and build stronger, fairer and more
resilient local food economies in Ireland. Grounded
in food sovereignty and agroecology, it highlights
the changes needed across land access, public
procurement, infrastructure, advisory support and
community distribution to help local food systems
thrive.

https://talamhbeo.ie/projects/local-food-policy/



FEEDING OURSELVES 26

DAY 1-11.00 - 16.30 | THURSDAY 26TH MARCH
LAND USE & LOCAL FOOD FUTURES

This session brings together people working across land use, farming, biodiversity, advisory services and local
food systems to explore two linked priorities for Ireland: the development of Land Observatories and the
strengthening of advisory services for Short Food Supply Chains (SFSCs).

The context is urgent. The EU Nature Restoration Regulation commits Member States to restoring ecosystems
and biodiversity while also supporting viable farming and resilient rural communities. As Ireland develops its
National Restoration Plan, there is a growing need for better information, stronger dialogue and more
coordinated approaches to land use.

At the same time there is an urgent need to better recognise and support local food producers and to reduce
reliance on long, fragile supply chains. Short Food Supply Chains can help provide fresh, nutritious food,
strengthen producer livelihoods, retain value within local communities and increase resilience in times of
disruption. To realise this potential, Ireland needs stronger advisory support for SFSCs and clearer connections
between local food actors and the national Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation System (AKIS).

10.30 Arrivals and Refreshments Workshop 1: Advisory Services for
11.00 Welcome and introduction .

11.10 Panel Discussion Short Food SUPPIV Chains

Implications of the Nature Restoration Law, current This session explores the role of advisory services in
developments in agri-food policy, and the role of Ireland’s AKIS making Short Food Supply Chains more viable,

in supporting innovation, collaboration and knowledge connected and scalable in Ireland. Building on
exchange. learning from CORENet, coordinated in Ireland by
11.50 Land Observatories and SFSC Advisory Systems Teagasc, and EU4Advice, coordinated in Ireland by
Two short presentations that will introduce the breakout Cultivate, participants will examine current gaps and
workshops. identify the skills, structures and supports needed
12.10 Stories from the Field to progress SFSC advisory systems.

Short introductions to related projects and initiatives.

» Midwest Biodistrict
* Food Hubs & Online Farmers Markets
* Tipperary Online Farmers Market

* Project BASELINE . . .
12-38 I].unch This session explores the need for more informed

13.30 Breakout Workshops and collaborative approaches to land use in

response to social, environmental and economic
pressures — from biodiversity restoration and

- . o pollution to rural resilience and viable livelihoods. It
Workshop 2: La}nd Observatories - Coordinating Land Use will consider how a Land Observatory could support
15.30 Networking Break - Poster Room better evidence, shared understanding and more

16.00 Feedback and Reflections coordinated land use decision-making in Ireland.
16.30 - Close

Workshop 1: EU4Advice & COREnet - Advisory Services for
Short Food Supply Chains

Fintan Kelly, Environmental Pillar | Ruth Hegarty, Food Policy Ireland | Leo McGrane, ERINN / CAP
Network Ireland | Aine Macken-Walsh, CORENet,Teagasc | Thomas O’Connor, Mana Organics/ Talamh
Beo | Pippa Hackett, Project BASELINE | Catriona Scully, Midwest Bioregion | Oliver Moore,
Cultivate/ CODECS I Evonne Boland, OFN Ireland | Davie Philip, EU4Advice/ Cultivate | Eva Jennings,
CORENet, Teagasc | Daniel Long, Dairy Farmer | Sarah Prosser, Bioregioning SEI I Rupa Marya Trinity
School of Medicine | Joe Kelleher, Teagasc
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DAY 2 - FRIDAY 27TH MARCH | 11.00 - 16.30
RECOGNISING AND RESOURCING LOCAL FOOD PRODUCERS

Understanding and strengthening local food economies through
recognising and resourcing local food producers: focusing on the roles for
basic income, procurement and other downstream initiatives, policies
and actions that could transform our food systems.

10.00 - Refreshments

10.30 - Opening & Context Setting

The need for recognition & resourcing of Local Food Producers
11.30 - Stories from the Field

Short presentations from initiatives paving the way

11.45 - Break

12.00 - Putting Basic Income in Focus

13.30 - Lunch

14.30 - Cafe Conversation

"What would a recognised and resourced Local Food Producer base make
possible for stronger local food economies?”

16.00 - Break

16.15 - Next steps

17.00 - Close

Janet Power Talamh Beo | Caroline Whyte FEASTA | Ruth Hegarty Food Policy Ireland | Catriona
Scully Midwest Bioregion | Oliver Moore Cultivate/ CODECS | Rupa Marya Trinity School of
Medicine | Patrick Brown Equal Right I Jo Poulton Bl4Farmers | Jenny Dagg NUI Maynooth | Sarah
Prosser Bioregioning South-East Ireland | Bobby Lambert Basic Income Ireland | Elaine Baker
Cloughjordan Community Farm I Niall Moynihan Talamh Beo | Alison Brogan FEASTA | Davie
Philip Cultivate/ EU4Advice | Evonne Boland Open Food Network | Fergal Anderson Talamh Beo

FEEDING OURSELVES LOCAL FOOD SYMPOSIUM, TRINITY 2025
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WECREATE CLOUGHJORDAN ECOVILLAGE ES5S3 VP86

ON MY LAND

A Film by Mohamad Zwahre on family,

community, resistance and growing up
in the occupied West Bank

Followed by Q&A by video link with
Mahmoud Zwahre, farmer and academic.

Suggested donation €10
Proceeds to farmers in the West Bank

F E E D l N G O U R s E Lv E s ORGANIZING FOR A LIBERATED PALESTINE

Part of the Gathering’s fringe programme 2026
www.sustainable.ie
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DAY 3 | SATURDAY 28TH MARCH | 10.30 -17.00
GROWING THE MOVEMENT FOR FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

A decade after the Irish Food Sovereignty Proclamation was first articulated, we gather as
farmers, growers, land workers, organisers, and citizens to explore food sovereignty from
principle to practice across key areas: land access, fair livelihoods, agroecology, community
distribution, democratic governance, and the right of all people to healthy food.

The day will center the voices of young farmers from Talamh Og, incorporating key insights
on local food animation from the previous two days. We will deliberately broaden our
scope, integrating environmental concerns, food justice, public procurement, and
community health. Crucially, we reaffirm our unwavering solidarity and joint struggle for
food sovereignty with the people and farmers of Palestine.

10.00 - Opening - Voices from the field
10.30 - Food Sovereignty at the global level
11.30 - Break

11.45 - Food Sovereignty at a local level
13.00 - Lunch

14.00 - Breakouts - walks - creative sessions.
15.30 - Break

16.00 - Feedback, Next Steps

17.00 - Close

Fergal Anderson Talamh Beo | Rupa Marya Deep Medicine Circle | Mahmoud Zwahre Popular
Resistance Coordination Committee | Evonne Boland Open Food Network | Molly Garvey Community
Gardens Ireland | Daniel Connor Talamh Og | Ruth Hegarty Food Policy Ireland | Barry Hickey HSC
Cork | Lauren Corbett Liffey Partnership | Alice Taylor Talamh Og | Davie Philip Cultivate

WHERE TO EAT IN CLOUGHJORDAN

1.Gulan Take Away. Main St. (Next to Centra) - Opens from around 17:00. 086 8764799
2. The Middle Country Café - Main Street, Ideal for breakfast or a light lunch before
workshops.

3. Centra Deli — Main Street - Hot counter from 08:00 daily.


https://www.leitrimorganic.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Food-Sov-Ireland-Proclamation.pdf

FEEDING OURSELVES 26

DAY 4 | SUNDAY 29TH MARCH | 10.30 - 17.00
AGROECOLOGY THINK-IN | SEED SALON | CSA FARM WALK

The final day of the gathering will begin with an agroecology think-in. The afternoon will feature
a Seed Salon dedicated to building Irish Seed Sovereignty. To finish the day, there will be a Farm
dialogue walk specifically focused on exploring Community Supported Agriculture (CSAs) and
strategies for their expansion. This is a crucial opportunity for participants to connect, share
knowledge, and collaborate on building a more resilient food system.

10.30-11.30 optional Laughter yoga
Get yourself ready for the day the right way. See, you are already smiling!

11.30- 13.00 Agroecology Think-In

What is this thing called agroecology? And how useful is it in the Irish context? Talamh Beo is developing an Irish
Agroecology Framework, and we want you to participate. Join Oliver Moore and Ailbhe Gerard for this, the first
session of this project. Here the pair’s opening ideas on agroecology and feed in your ideas, questions,
understandings and more.

14.00 - Seed Salon: Sowing the Future of Irish Seed Sovereignty

With the Gaia Foundation’s Seed Sovereignty Programme concluding its work in Ireland, this Seed Salon
will convene key stakeholders to explore how we can strengthen a biodiverse, regenerative, and resilient
seed system. The session will focus on supporting the growth, saving, and local sharing of agroecologically-
produced, open-pollinated seeds that are adapted to and reflect Ireland's diverse lands and cultures.This
session will launch a new seed sovereignty working group.

16.00 - CSA Farm Walk

A guided walk from the Community Farm Food Hub to Cuan Beo, the community seed bank and public-facing part of
the farm, and on to the main growing areas. Meet the farmers and organisers of Cloughjordan Community Farm and
learn more about the CSA, the land and the wider local food ecosystem.

Ailbhe Gerard Brookfield Farm | Ollie Moore Cultivate | Jemima Turner Cloughjordan Community Farm | Sarah
Davidson SOILCRATES/Cuan Beo | Elaine Baker Cloughjordan Community Farm | Thomas O Connor Talamh Beo
Alice Taylor Cloughjordan Community Farm | Tamara McGinty Cloughjordan Community Farm | Kevin Dudley
Cloughjordan Community Farm | Caoimhin Woods Laughter Yoga Ireland | Davie Philip Cultivate

RUPA MAYRA AND OLLIE MOORE AT THE ELECTRIC PICNIC & THE LOCAL FOOD SYMPOSIUM 2025
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